THE  DEFENCE  OF  DEMOCRACY
the pantarchy of collectivism. The organization of this
consciousness is the sine qua non of die continued
vitality of democracy, above all at a time when the
unprecedented tempo of social change is outside the
range of our accustomed awareness. Unless this con-
sciousness, which now exists in a diffused and instinc-
tive form, is organized and concentrated, there will be
nothing to oppose the dangers of uncriticized col-
lectivism but an uncritical and unrealistic individual-
ism; and, since cany order is better than none5, the
uncontrolled collectivism will triumph over indi-
vidualistic anarchy. The function of the organized
democratic consciousness is to secure that not any order
is welcomed, but only the best and most human order.
The organization of this consciousness may be con-
ceived as a comprehensive voluntary association, com-
prehending many component associations. This is the
true democratic counterpart of the party-organiza-
tions under Fascism and Communism. Since it is
based on the democratic conception of the free and
responsible person, and since that conception is really
based on Christian principles, it will probably be
largely Christian in composition; but Christian pro-
fession will obviously not be a condition of participa-
tion. It is much rather a common loyalty to certain
fundamental Christian values than a common ac-
ceptance of the Christian cult that is required; for
mere acceptance of the Christian cult, unfortunately,
affords no guarantee whatever that Christian values
are regarded as supreme for society.
The practical functions of these component associa-
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